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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers.
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
¢ the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

e the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme,
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The
meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate
responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations in RM Assessor
cER M| stamp to annotate blank pages of script to confirm the examiner has seen the page
correct
incorrect

omission (e.g. word missing from the sentence)

benefit of the doubt (i.e. response not covered by the mark scheme, but the

BOD
examiner’s judgement is that credit should be given)
iC | inaccurate language
R irrelevant
good language
33 repetition (of language or content)
highlighter

Please remember that schools can request copies of their marked scripts, with annotations and
comments on, so please ensure that any annotations / comments that you use are fully justified by
the mark scheme.

Wherever possible, please avoid commenting and keep annotations at a minimum.
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General Marking Instructions
Marks Question 1: Enter a mark out of 10 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script
to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 10 units) according to the mark scheme.
Question 2: Enter a mark out of 20 in the mark input box. Place a tick on the script
to indicate each correct marking unit (up to 20 units) according to the mark scheme.
Question 3 onwards: Enter a mark for each question in the appropriate mark input
box. For answers not covered by the mark scheme, the annotation tool can be used.
After marking the whole of the reading comprehension, enter a mark out of 5 in the
mark input box for Language and Spelling.
No There is a NR (No Response) option in RM Assessor.
response
and ‘0’ Award NR (No Response):
marks e If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or
e If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question
being asked (e.g. ‘can’t do’ or ‘don’t know’) or
e If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a
question mark).
e For all questions which the candidate has not chosen (see box above for more
information).
Award 0:
If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the
candidate copying all or some of the question, or any working that does not earn any
marks, whether crossed out or not.
Batch All scripts must be marked by the date specified.
dates
Crossing | (a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt,
out award a mark if the final attempt is correct.
(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second
attempt at it, mark the crossed-out work.
Marking Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the mark
principles | scheme. You will need to consider all alternative answers and unexpected
approaches in candidates’ scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate
the required elements, in consultation with you team leader if necessary (or with your
product manager if you are a single examiner), and award marks accordingly.
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Question Answer Marks
1 . . . 10
Unit Target language English Unit
Mark
1 Com»0 BE ©o® There are a lot of rivers in 1
@2enIOWR &B. Sri Lanka
2 D By Bo®r VB However four main rivers 1
BEde Bno Bw ©d are often mentioned.
3 & 00D 8 ® € O 5 They are the rivers 1
DEED 65 ®o®I . Mahaweli, Kelani, Kalu
and Walawe.
4 00 ® ¢ meOBsY O ¥y | Beginning from the central 1
e®® ®¥oxedd mountains, these rivers
5 Comed 850 yodrdEd flow to different areas in 1
®c B8 Sri lanka.
6 & ComD 282088m OB Sri Lanka is an agricultural 1
country
7 OB ©oxdsT OO @m0 Therefore the rivers are 1
® cos’ . very important for the
country.
8 B0 ¢@m0D B BeEAC® In addition to that these 1
Beed®O rivers help to generate
hydro electricity.
9 ©® ®oe0 3t @O & ¢ the reservoirs made 1
BE® ¢33 @, crossing these rivers help
10 0O ® ¢ g OERD @cw @c» | The rivers get the water 1
O BOBsT ®mD5TO SEw from the rains to the
c ©@d. central mountains.
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Question Answer Marks
2 . . . 20
Unit English Target language Unit
Mark
1 Peter is a good boy B0 ewe g@own 1
2 Everyone in his class dned vsiBed Bug ecmn 1
knew it O ¢ B3ww
3 He was very polite Y »® Sy emecd 9o 1
towards his friends 3088 g »d
4 obedient to his teachers QORG0 By Ses 1
5 He never fought with his Ry BB Bedms dyed 1
friends B0y W et endae
6 Peter always had a B8obed Yo ed Bno® 1
pleasant smile in his face. | ywsim 8500w A9
7 Peter has always been 808 ©:® S0® @yed 1
good with his studies BB DO eWIEsT
DOeoD Gedden
8 He took part in several Y ecEe Bto vy edmB 1
sports and other extra O3S HwamSm®
activities at school. BBsemO wowed Sw
9 But suddenly Peter has 28 »eBed® Bobed 1
become strange in his D830 Gn ecwr’ DO uy
behaviour Bes
10 In the last few days he has | sg8w 8» BBsw ne ¥y 1
not spoken to any of his Dned BB Snednd o0
friends. Do >.
11 Both Peter’s parents and 8o8ed 0c®Busl 0@x® 1
teachers noticed this QGOT ¢ @O edBrEw OV
change
12 Peter’s class teacher Mrs | 808ed sxiBed 95®8we 1
Silva sent a letter O B8FD) OIS we B8wxl
@O
13 to his parents enquiring ©® o> Beudst dyed 1
about this ©¢®8wsyO
14 Peter’s father wanted to Bo8ed Bwid 8ED) QuxiBae 1
see Mrs Silva e B0 Das gy »6
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Question Answer Marks
2 . . .
Unit English Target language Unit
Mark
15 and he replied to her »E BOD ¢dwd 9EE Y 1
requesting for a meeting B8EnC wide.
16 The meeting has now 0B Budnd grFfery 1
been fixed
17 for next week at school CO® vBed mweEer 1
18 Peter is the only child in 808 vheE OO ¢Gid . 1
the family
19 His parents love him very | @yed ec®8wesy @90 1
much @ahewd otf Gcedd
20 Peter is their only hope. e OO 1
D000 HD BOY .
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Question Answer Marks Guidance

3 2080wdBmr 5O B w18y 0On WD OKBDD WEB B3 ©d, 2
& 005)00sY ¢TI0 Bcdr) edowe ¢ i) D

4 98305 R 8:8ewIBmwsTO edm yowdsmd ecwns 2
wew end Bedma BEWI ewcd®D VB ®

5 DIC®H 800 0y mo®sT EBeysY Seemer mom 80 0OE® 1
B ©® g53c®0 owd 9w EI®

6 DOSTO® BB 0330E0 el IR B & VRO, »nOsT B 8 2
oI5 @¢w 88Bem0 D B & OB gewdm 0 VYT o
omwd

7 woedt) BEAe o} Sednd, edms aved 618 aGiOm® On mab 2
a8 ©Owsy

8 8088y 808 wWe®sY e RO 1

9 @® eT® Dwen W evd DB B D18 §DEGIDE 2
B I FOBIE 8

10 ©0001500 Daewts’ gdwermBe | eCR edde 5830 ©8sY a8 1
@® Any One from these two

11 @ewnd mE) by D18 @o® 1

12 Oeme 0Dge MO BYE NBO, edgcwiE BOTDIEOBIW® 3
2801 88, e€ddm D198 end® ¢ic; 89, euddmBs af) BB,
eddmBsed dBcw ¢SS 8® Any 3 from these

13 s8onem ydeastde, HO VIt R BBO wy e V8O 3
wen BEowg BV 9Rdmd), mH>HCewsT @1m W el H®
BeDEdE® D10200 »OWn BIOO vl O.
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Language and Spelling
5 e Clear, carefully chosen language with complex syntax where appropriate.
(Excellent) | ¢  Varied, precise vocabulary.
¢ Relevant material from the text is rephrased in a sophisticated manner.
e Hardly any or no technical errors.
4 o Clear, appropriate language.
(Good) | e Appropriate vocabulary.
¢ Relevant material from the text is rephrased well.
e Few technical errors.
3 e Language generally appropriate, but unsophisticated and generally simply
(Adequate) syntax.
¢ Adequate vocabulary.
e Evidence of copying word for word from text.
e Some technical errors.
2 e Unsophisticated language, not always appropriate. Very simply syntax with
(Weak) some clumsiness.
e Thin vocabulary.
e General reliance on copying from text.
e A number of technical errors.
1 e Thin, inappropriate use of language.
(Poor) e Confused and obscure.
¢ Indiscriminate copying from the text may occur.
e Many errors.
0 e Nothing worthy of credit.
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